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despond; and the dissenters, though they have taken advantage of unsettled times, and a government much enfeebled, seem imi likely to gain any immunities '.
'Dr. Goldsmith has a new comedy in rehearsal at t'nvrnt (J.u den, to which the manager predicts ill success".    1 hope in- will be mistaken.    I think it deserves a very kind reception.
'I shall soon publish a new edition of my lar^e /V<f//<»#ari'; I have been persuaded to revise it, and have mended some faults, but added little to its usefulness,
'No book has been published since your departure, of which much notice is taken. Faction only (ills the (own with paw-phlcts, and greater subjects are forgotten in the noise of tlis cord.
'Thus have I written, only to tell you how little 1 have to (ell. Of myself I can only add, that having been ntilicted many weeks with a very troublesome cough, I am now recovered.
'I take the liberty which you give me of troubling you with
1 A motion in the House of Commons for a committee tn ciur.idrt of the subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles had, mi !-Vt», *\ «4 fhi-t year, been rejected by 159 to 67. /'art. ///.»/. xvii, 74,' 7vl ,\ bill fur the relief of Protestant Dissenters that, passer 1 jjir HUIIM* »»J Cum-mons by 65 to 14 on March ,25, was rejected in thr HUUM' til I,iud?i hy 86 to 28 on April 2. //>. p.700.
3 See fast, April 25, 1778, where Johnson nay; that '('uluum |thr manager) wa.s prevailed on at last, by much solicitation, tiav. a ktisit uf force, to bring it on.' Mr. Forster (/.//(•' «f (ti>l,l\mifh, ii, 5 j,| f«) writr--—-'The actors utul actresses had taken their tune (mm sbr »n.uui;n-t. Gentleman Smith threw up Voun^j MarJmv; Wnmlwan! irju-.fil I'mn* Lumpkin; Mrs, Abington declined Miss Hanlcast.|<- |iti /'/,>.• .///;:•-www, No. 3041, it is pointer! oiu that Mr.s. AbiM^um \v,e. iif«{ utir «»l Colman's Company]; and, in the teeth of ln'*» own nn^»vm^<.. C*«»lnut» coulrl not contest with theira. He would not sadicr u i»-w wrnr tu be painted for the play, he refused to furnish evm u nrvv drt-rt, nntJ was careful to spread hi« forebodingH an widely as hr roulil.' Tin-play met with the. greatest HUCVCSH. 'Tht-rr wan n m-w p!av l»y Dr. (/oldsmith last night, which Hueereded prfuIij^unHly,' wrutr Ilorwr Walpolc (fs(/?rst v. 452). The laugh was turned ap-tiiisr itu- dtu(!*!iu^ manager. Ten clays after the play had bwn l»rnunlii urn. )nlur««it wrote to Mr.s. Thrale;— ' C jCohnan) »n so tlistrt-niM-d with aluiM-about his play, that he has solicited Goldsmith to ftil-f /urn ,»//'//rv /•,*, k of the. ncwsjiafirrs: Phssf Letters, t. Ho, .See /*»«/, jti;4 bcfurc Junr ,>„: 1784, for Mr. Steevens's account,
,1 Irttrr,                                * At this time there were no civil juries in Scotland.   ' But this was
